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A Yarrnambool A Waterwise garden is one that relies mainly on natural rainfall except for initial watering to get the plants established. Kevin Sparrow

History of Swan Reserve

Named after Cr. James Swan, Mayor 1927-28

n May 1883 this site, now known as Swan Reserve, was

set aside for livestock saleyards and a general market. The

saleyards operated until 1970 when increasing traffic,
noise and odour precipitated a move to Caramut Road.

In the 1970s a tourist information centre was built on the
site. In 1976 the Warrnambool and District Group of the
Society for Growing Australian Plants was formed and
among its early projects was the planting of native species
around the information centre. This led to the Swan Reserve
Waterwise Garden.

Later, tourist services were relocated to Flagstaff Hill. The
Swan Reserve building is currently occupied by children’s
services and a kindergarten.

The limestone wall on the northern boundary is the only
remnant of the Swan Reserve saleyards.

Friends of Swan Reserve formed in early 2010 to revitalise
the native garden and re-establish interest in its maintenance.
The group cleared and replanted many old garden beds

and established new ones. It also worked closely with
Warrnambool City Council to establish the playground, and
a social gathering space including recognition of the site’s
significant aboriginal heritage.

Written by Kevin Sparrow

President, Friends of Swan Reserve
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